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 October 2009 
Events  

 
 
 
 
 
 
MECC Annual Golf Outing 
(Gowanie Golf Club) 
(24770 South River Rd - Harrison Twp) 
October 5th - 10am - 5:30pm 
Shot Gun Start 11am 
Dinner @ 4:30pm 
(Arrive no-later than 4pm) 
 

Caffe Far Bella Opening 
(23233 Nine Mack Drive) 
Opens @ 7am 
Ribbon Cutting / Grand Opening  
to follow at a later date. 
 
MECC Board Meeting 
(Metro East Chamber Office) 
October 14th - 5:45pm - 7pm 
 

16th Annual George E. Munger 
Halloween Fun Fest 
(Veterans Memorial Park) 
October 25th - 3pm - 7pm 
See flier in Newsletter 
 

MECC Meet-N-Greet 
(Rahi Executive Center) 
October 28th - 5:30pm - 7pm 
Pre Registration Required! 
 

 
Upcoming Chamber Events  

For “2009” 
Listed on page 2 

 
If you have any events you 

would like Members to know 
about please contact the 

Chamber Office! 

Sunday, October 25th 
3pm - 7pm 

(This event is for Children 12 & Under accompanied by an adult) 
 

Veterans Memorial Park 
(Masonic & Jefferson) 

 

Lots of Fun for the Whole Family: 
 

Cider & Donuts 
Haunted Train Ride 

Kiddie Rides 
Trick or Treating for the kiddies 

and much more! 
 

Admission is $1.00 per person 

The St. Clair Shores Activities Committee presents the 

The Metro East Chamber of Commerce will be attending this event again this year! 
We will be a vendor handing out candy to the children. 

If you would like to donate a bag of candy 
on behalf of your business to be passed out at  
the Metro East Chamber of Commerce booth, 

your business name will be listed on our sponsorship board. 
Your support was greatly appreciated last year! 

For more information about Candy donation please call Heather Lynn at (586) 777-2741 
Candy Donations to the Chamber need to be received  

no-later than Monday, October 19th! 

The Chamber website has been recreated and is up 
and running! We are still tweaking it, so please be 
patient! Membership will be listed by November. 
Call to verify your business information. 

(Heather Lynn & Diana Martin)  

(Heather Lynn’s Niece & Nephew)  



 

 
 
 

Upcoming Events  
For “2009 

 

 
MECC Board Meeting -  

The Second Wednesday of every month 
(Chamber Office) 

 

 Texas Hold’Em Tournament -  
Date TBD (Rounders Poker Room ) 

 

Fall Grub Crawl -  
November - Date TBD - (Location TBD) 

 

Meet-N-Greet  
November 17th - (Metro East Chamber Office) 

 

Donuts With Santa 
December 1st - 11th 

 

Poinsettia Ball 
December - Date TBD - (Location TBD) 

 
Various Education Seminars will start 

In January 2010 
and will run 

throughout the year! 
 

More Details will follow on the above events 
Via separate email fliers! 

Chamber Committee’s Forming Now 
 

Ambassador’s Committee 
Fall Grub Crawl 

Donuts with Santa 
Educational Seminars 
Bowling for Business 

 
To all Chamber Members, 
 

Many of you ask “How can I be more active in the Chamber”? 
Besides attending meetings and events we hold, I always encourage 
members to join a committee. The benefit of being on one of our 
committee’s, is that you are in contact with our members,  in front 
of them, and you are active with the chamber. 
 

At the present time the Metro East Chamber of Commerce is look-
ing for volunteers to participate on one or more of the committees 
listed above. Gathering donations, advertising and ticket sales are 
just part of the work put into making these events successful and 
happen.  
 

Our committee’s are broken into (5) five categories:  
Finance; Operations/Procedures; Events; Membership; and Govern-
ment/Community Affairs. All those interested in volunteering and 
participating on a committee can contact  
Heather Lynn at 586-777-2741. 
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AFLAC 
Glenn Eccleston 

Shari Robinson-Powers 
 

Corn Fun Family Farm / Fear Farm 
Susan Coppens 

 
Sunrise Senior Living 

Brooke Preston-Daly 

 

CAFFE FAR BELLA 
(23233 Nine Mack Drive) 

 

Doors open to public 
October 5, 2009 

7am 

ShorePointe Village 
Newly Renovated 

Addition 
(located at 26101 E. Jefferson Avenue) 

 

Open House 
Ceremony coming  

in  
November! 

(Details to follow in a separate email) 
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Caffé Far Bella is a dream come true for Karen and Jack Palazzolo, local Eastpointe residents who have turned the previous Conga 
Coffee and Tea at 29233 9Mack Drive in St. Clair Shores into a warm and inviting full service Café that will open on October 5th at 
7:00a.m. 
 
We will be open from 7:00 a.m. to 5:00 p.m. Monday through Wednesday, on Thursday and Friday our hours are extended to 7:00 
p.m. Saturday we will be open from 7:00 a.m. until 4:00 p.m., we will be closed on Sunday. 
 
This is a business with an emphasis on “family”, our children Anthony and Audrey will be working alongside us. 
 
Our goal is to create a “Neighborhood Café” where everyone will feel welcome. We invite our guests to sit and relax while enjoying 
breakfast, lunch or a beverage in a warm and friendly atmosphere. One of our local features will be our revolving art wall with local 
art from area schools. 
 
Self serve items are also available for quick “to go” service along with all of our menu items. 
 
Caffé Far Bella will offer a wide range of breakfast items ranging from scones, muffins, bagels and croissants to homemade quiche 
and breakfast sandwiches along with juices, coffee and espresso service. 
 
For Lunch, in addition to the breakfast items (that will be available all day), the menu includes a wide variety of Panini, lawash 
wrapped and deli sandwiches along with a rotating selection of soups and chili, green salads and cold pasta salads. 
 
Beverage service includes coffee, espresso, cappuccino and specialty coffee drinks along with fruit smoothies, iced and hot teas. We 
will be featuring a variety of flavored Italian Sodas along with Faygo, Coke and Pepsi products. 
 
Catering and delivery service will be offered in the near future including continental breakfast, beverage service and boxed lunches. 
 
Come by, see what we’ve done—the dumpster is gone and the paper is off the windows 
    —and enjoy all that we have to offer you 
     —become part of your “Neighborhood Café”! 
 

Karen, Jack, Anthony and Audrey Palazzolo 
 

Caffé Far Bella 
(586) 773-CAFÉ                                      www.caffefarbella.com 
 

Now accepting Applications 
for the following positions: 

 
· District Manager 

 

· Store Manager 
 

· Shift Leader 
 

· Team Member 
 

· Driver 
 

Call Ajaz for information - (248) 476-7272 

Now accepting Applications 
for the following position: 

 
· Room Supervisor 

 
Call Joe Hickmott for information 

(586) 415-1000 
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Wednesday, September 23rd, marked the first Health Expo held by Fellow Chamber member -  
St. Mary’s Nursing & Rehab Center. Many from the community attended this event. St. Mary’s 
Nursing & Rehab Center is more than just a healthcare center. When you choose their center, you’re 
more than just a customer to them, you're a member of their close-knit family, and they want you to 
feel at home. 
 

Their competent, caring staff is focused on providing quality, compassionate healthcare services 24 
hours a day, seven days a week. Their services include but are not limited to: 
• Around-the-clock nursing services • Comprehensive rehabilitation services including physical, 
occupational and speech therapy • Nutritional Services • IV therapy • Wound care management • 
Pain management • Pharmacy, laboratory and radiology services • Case management and social ser-
vices • Therapeutic recreational activities • Discharge planning services. 
 

Their caring staff meets and exceeds their customer’s needs and expectations is their primary focus. 
You can rest assured that you have access to a team of healthcare professionals who are dedicated to 
doing just that. Their team includes:  
• Licensed Administrator • Physician Medical Doctor • Director of Nursing • Registered Nurses 
(RNs) and Licensed Practical Nurses (LPNs) • Certified Nursing Assistants (CNAs) • Rehabilitation 
Coordinator • Physical, Occupational and Speech Therapists • Dietary Manager • Social Services 
Director • Therapeutic Recreation Director • Other medical specialist as needed. 
 

St. Mary’s Nursing & Rehab Center is located  
At 22601 East Nine Mile, St. Clair Shores 
For more information about their facility or to schedule a personal tour call them at (586) 772-4300 

The Rahi Executive Center celebrated the opening of their doors on Tuesday, September 1, 2009. 
Many were in attendance for this Grand Opening / Ribbon Cutting Ceremony. Including Dr. Rahi, 
Andrea Wilamowski, Mayor Hison and Board Members of the Metro East Chamber of Commerce.  
  

The Rahi Executive Center brings to the community of St. Clair Shores, Michigan, a new breath of 
air in the executive office center market. By combining old fashioned values, “going the extra mile” 
customer service, and by utilizing “new style” office concepts, The Rahi Executive Center will 
prove to be the leading office “execu-plex” on Metro Detroit’s East side. The building has been 
completely gutted and rebuilt as a Class A business complex. They have a large conference room 
that seats 56 people in a training capacity, 75-100 theatre style, and 50 banquet style and a small 
conference room that seats twenty-six (26). They also have board rooms with space for four (4) to 
twelve (12) people. There are seventeen (17) completely furnished offices, some of which will be 
leased on a 6-12 month basis, but most of which will be rented on a part-time or “virtual” basis. The 
phone system is state-of-the-art and has multi-functional uses. 
 

The Rahi Executive Center is an equal opportunity business center that will allow its high-level of-
fice concept and services available to each customer. By offering custom business solutions that will 
work for the clients needs, whether large, or small, The Rahi Executive Center will cater to busi-
nesses of all shapes and sizes. 
 

Complete office solutions such as full and part-time office space, meeting space, complete mail sys-
tems, phone services, receptionist services, and large and small conference spaces, the Rahi Execu-
tive Center will make running our client’s business a snap, right down to the refreshments. Their 
conference and office facilities will be state-of-the-art and will allow full-time tenants, “virtual” 
tenants, and single-use members the opportunity to plan out their week, month, and year without the 
expenses incurred in a standard lease agreement. Through these and other affordable products and 
services, The Rahi Executive Center aims to be the number one resource for any short or long term 
office need. 
 

If you would like more information about the Rahi Executive Center you can reach Andrea 
Wilamowski at (586) 541-2500. Their address is 23550 Harper Avenue, St. Clair Shores, 48080. 
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Maybe you have had Del Taco, maybe you haven’t….. 
Fellow Chamber Member - Del Taco held a  

“Customer Appreciation Day”  
on Wednesday, September 30th.  

The event was held at  
their Gratiot Location 

(located in front of Macomb Mall) 
and went from 3pm - 8pm. 

Taco’s were only 29¢. 
 

This event was a huge success! 
 

Heather Lynn stopped off at the event  
around 7:15pm and spoke to  

General Manager - Daniel Chereton who quoted  
“We sold 4,000 taco’s and are still going, it’s awesome!” 

 
Thanks to those who stopped to support the event 

and ordered the 29¢ Tacos! 

The day didn’t look good, as the clouds hung overhead…. 
but it never did rain and the clouds didn’t keep children from the  
community attending the  
“First St. Clair Shores Fun Fest and Appreciation Day”! 
 

Bryan Mazey who is with the Lac Ste. Clair Kiwanis organized this 
event and with only 3wks of planning, it all came together and was a 
success! The event was held on Saturday, September 26th, at the 
South Lake Stadium - S.C.S. 
 

All civic organizations and charities were invited to participate as a 
vendor. The Metro East Chamber of Commerce, attended and handed 
out Fire Safety Cd’s & information, Coloring books on Safety & 
Money Saving, Crayons, “Free” Famous Dave’s kids meal coupons, 
Trick or Treat Bags, Maps of the area, and some travel information 
within the state. 
 

Many children attended and enjoyed all that was offered. The St. Clair 
Shores Fire Engine & Smoke house was there. The Optimist Club did 
Rapid Search which is finger printing your child and inputting their 
information into a data base. Roseville Caring Klowns must have 
made 300 different balloon animals. Kites were given away. Two 
children from the community won bikes donated by K-Mart. There 
was a petting zoo, moonwalk & slide! Pizza, Custard and Popcorn. 
 

This was a great event on Safety for the children of the community 
and the Metro East Chamber was happy to be a part of it! 
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“Thank You” to those who attended! 

AFLAC 
Glenn Eccleston 

Shari Robinson-Powers 
 

Ameriprise Financial 
James Weeks 

 

Aristocrat Transportation 
John Zobel 

 

Bagnasco & Calcaterra  
Funeral Home 
Sandy Bernier 

 

ConnectPay Payroll Services 
Barry Nannini 

 

D.R.T. Building Maintenance 
Daniel Thorning 

 

Express Canadian Drugs 
Marlena Gmurowski 

 

First Data Services 
Al Degnore 

 

Fish Window Cleaning 
Bob Kalwarczyk 

Liberty Tax 
Don McGlone 
Shannon Evans 

 

MarjAnn Interiors 
Marjann Kurty 

 

Michigan Spine Center 
Jason Stanzack 

Jennifer Stanzack 
 

Microtel Inn & Suites 
Joe Hickmott 

 

PAETEC 
Scott Shy 

 

Premium Self Storage 
Keri Southers 

 

Pre-Paid Legal 
Mike Thompson 

 

Raymond James Financial Services 
Jeff Brayton 

 

Shores Area Jaycees 
John Caron 

Simply Clean 
Deborah Phillips 
Mary Langston 

 

St. Mary’s Nursing & Rehab Center 
JoAnn Zangara 

 

Suburban Bolt & Supply 
Eric Peterson 

 

The Pendo Group 
Chris Harrison 

 

V�  Printing & Imaging 
Ben Seiber 

 

Metro East Chamber of Commerce 
Heather Lynn 

 

 
***************************** 

 
Please remember…... 

If you R.S.V.P to attend, 
you must give a 24hr cancellation  

notice or you will be billed! 

Tuesday, September 22nd, marked a successful “Business After Hour” held at 
Hooter’s of Roseville. Fall may be here, but that evening we were able to enjoy the 
last of the summer nights. The event started at 5:30pm and people were still net-
working into the night! Special “Thanks” to Rob Rice (GM - Hooter’s) who pro-
vided boneless chicken wings and groper bites for our guest to enjoy. Those who 
attended were able to give us a brief introduction of their business. Then open net-
working was available.  

 

Are you a football fan? Weather a College or Pro Football Fan, 
stop into Hooter’s today and pick up your free punch card’s. If 
you are a College Football Fan after (4) punches, you could win 
an ultimate Hooter’s College Tailgate Party. If you are a Pro 
Football Fan after (4) punches, you get a collectible glass and a 
chance to win pro football tickets. 
 

Watch for our next “Business After Hour” taking place on some-
time in November/December details to follow soon.  

                             Pre-Registration Required! 
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Any Chamber Member that brings a copy  
of  this ad with them gets 
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Would you like to feature your business card or  
an insert in the newsletter? 

 

We continue to offer businesses in Fraser-Roseville-St. Clair 
Shores-Harper Woods Grosse Pointe City-Grosse Pointe Farms- 
Grosse Pointe Park-Grosse Pointe Shores-Grosse Pointe Woods  

the opportunity to place advertisements in the  
Metro East Chamber of Commerce “ in Focus” newsletter.  If you 
would like to feature your business card or an insert in the news-
letter following are the prices.  You can contact us at 586-777-

2741 or e-mail to: info@metroeastchamber.org 
 

Business Card Size Ad 
1 month—$20 
3 months—$50 

12 months—$150 
 

1/2 (Half) Page Ad 
1 month - $35 
3 months - $90 

 

Full Page /Flyer inserts 
1 month—$50 

3 months—$130 
 

Classified Section (Help Wanted, Items for Sale) 
1 month - $10 
3 months - $25 

 

Email Blast to Membership 
1 Time to Membership - $25 
(You must supply Art Work) 

www.thinkmichiganmade.com 
www.buymichiganmade.com 

 

Our State Your Future! 

Metro East Chamber of Commerce 
Introduces their  

Executive Board of Directors! 
 

Roula Tsaprailis 
Vice Chair: Finance 

 

JoAnn Zangara 
Vice Chair: Operations/Procedures 

 

Ben Seiber 
Vice Chair: Events 

 

Chris Fitzsimmons 
Vice Chair: Membership 

 

Diana Martin 
Vice Chair: Government/Community Affairs 

 

Jeffrey Brayton 
Chairman  

 

Kathy Hix 
Secretary 

 

Heather Lynn 
Administrator/Executive Director 

Basil Nafsu 
(586) 415-4200 
Mon-Fri, 10-7 

Sat, 10-5 

Wireless America 
31000 Groesbeck Hwy. 
Fraser, MI 48026 
(N.E. Corner of 13 Mile Road) 

· Cellular Service 
· Land Lines 
· High Speed Internet 
· U - Verse TV Programming 

Authorized Retailer 

U-Verse TV Package 
Includes: 200 Channels, Internet, 
 Unlimited Voice (Home Phone) 

& with one (1) DVR 

 
$105.00 / month 



 

Jeff Brayton - Chairman of the Board 
Jeff is the owner of Raymond James in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 498-0788 
 

David Langschied -  Past Chairman of the Board 
David is the owner of Langschied Consulting Services in Roseville. 
Phone: (586) 777-7542 
 

Chris Fitzsimmons - Chair - Elect of the Board (2010) 
Chris is an insurance specialist and owner of State Farm Insurance 
(12/Harper) in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 285-1200 
 

Danielle Chereton is a managing partner with Del Taco in Roseville. 
Phone: (586) 294-5895 
 

Al Degnore is an independent sales specialist with First Data  
located in Ferndale. 
Phone: (586) 419-7803 
 

Lana Ferguson is the office manager for Metro Office Environments 
in Madison Heights. 
Phone: (248) 398-9710 
 

Maroun Hakim is a practicing attorney and owner of Hakim &  
Hakim, PLLC in St. Clair Shores.  
Phone: (586) 415-4900 
 

Kathy Hix is an insurance specialist with NuStar Insurance 
in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 899-8432 
 

Brad Kress is a commercial loan officer with First State Bank 
in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 445-1024 
 

Diana Martin is the branch manager at Citizens Bank (9/Greater 
Mack) in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 771-2500 
 

Basil Nafsu is an AT&T Authorized Dealer for Cellular, Land Line, 
Internet, U-Verse TV programming and is the owner of Wireless 
America in Fraser. 
Phone: (586) 415-4200 
 

Barry Nannini  is the director of sales and marketing with ConnectPay 
Payroll Services in Grosse Pointe. 
Phone: (313) 331-4595 
 

Jeff Pakulski is a benefits specialist and owner of Insurance Solutions 
Group (ISG) in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 294-6545 
 

Ben Seiber is the owner of V�  Printing and Imaging in St. Clair 
Shores. 
Phone: (586) 777-1920 
 

Scott Shy is a telecommunications specialist and sales professional for 
PAETEC in Bingham Farms. 
Phone: (248) 530-2149 
 
 

For more information on what’s going on in your 
city visit their web-site! 

 
Fraser - www.ci.fraser.mi.us 
 
Roseville - www.ci.roseville.mi.us 
 
St. Clair Shores - www.stclairshores.net 
 
Harper Woods - www.harperwoodscity.org 
 
Grosse Pointe City - www.grossepointecity.org 
 
Grosse Pointe Farms -  
www.ci.grosse-pointefarms.mi.us 
 
Grosse Pointe Park - www.grossepointepark.org 
 
Grosse Pointe Shores - www.gpshoresmi.gov 
 
Grosse Pointe Woods - www.gpwmi.us 

Want to talk with the Chamber on concerns,  
questions or suggestions? 

MECC Hours of Operation 
 

Monday   9am  - 4:30 pm 
 

Wednesday  9am  -  4:30 pm 
 

Friday  9am  -  4:30 pm metroeastchamber@netscape.net 

Roula Tsaprailis, CPA is a manager with Godfrey, Hammel &  
Danneels (GHD) in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 772-8100 
 

Bridget Wagner is the marketing / catering specialist with  
Famous Daves in Roseville. 
Phone: (586) 879-5035 
 

JoAnn Zangara is the admissions and marketing director with 
St. Mary’s Nursing & Rehab Center in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 772-4300 
 
 
 

Heather Lynn - Administrator of MECC 
Phone: (586) 777-2741 
Fax: (586) 777-4811 
27601 Jefferson Ave � St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

Meet Your Board of Directors! 
 

The Metro East Chamber of Commerce board of directors is comprised of members of the business community, 
just like yourself. Members of the board have served anywhere from less than a year to as many as 14 years. Feel 

free to contact any of them regarding the activities of your chamber. 
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