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 March 2010 
Events  

 
 
 
 
 

MECC Board Meeting 
(Chamber Office) 
Wednesday, March 10th - 5:45pm 
*Closed Meeting* 
 

Meet-N-Greet 
(Rahi Executive Center) 
23550 Harper Avenue, S.C.S. 
Tuesday, March 16th - 6pm - 7:30pm 
Pre-Registration Required 
(See Flyer in Newsletter for more info) 
 

Business After Hour 
(Famous Dave’s BBQ Roseville) 
20300 13Mile Rd, Roseville 
Wednesday, March 24th - 5:30pm - 7:30pm 
Pre-Registration Required! 
(See Flyer in Newsletter for more info) 
 

April Newsletter Deadline 
Monday, March 29th 

 
 

Upcoming Chamber Events  
For “2010” 

Listed on page 2 
 

 
 

* Date Change * 
Our Annual Grub/Pub Crawl has been 
moved from Thursday, March 25 to the 
month of April.  
 
*Cancellation* 
There will not be a Business After Hour 
for the month of April. The Annual 
Grub/Pub Crawl will replace this. 

To Members, 
 
On February 25th, I joined a group of Chamber members for the State of the 
County Address and Luncheon presented by the Macomb County Board of Com-
missioners. The event was held at Mac & Ray’s Convention Center and the featured speaker was 
Chairman; Paul Gieleghem. On a typical cold February Michigan afternoon I would estimate at 
least 200 people showed up for this event, which demonstrates the level of interest in our eco-
nomic future. In his remarks, Paul outlined the “all hands on deck” strategy which is based on the 
concept of pooling scarce resources to address the difficult economic conditions of this area. At 
the core of this strategy is the formation of collaborations and partnerships between many differ-
ent organizations and institutions. Paul briefly highlighted some of the partnerships which have 
been formed to provide resources to enhance the competitiveness of local businesses. These in-
clude partnerships with Wayne State University, Michigan State University, Macomb Community 
College, Baker College, Oakland University and several government departments. It was interest-
ing to hear that the economic turnaround of several other regions in the United States in past dec-
ades has been driven primarily by partnerships between businesses, local governments, colleges 
and universities with the latter of these playing an extremely important role. It is my intention to 
continue building our Chamber by forming alliances with other chambers and organizations in-
cluding the Macomb County Planning and Economic Development Department. I believe that the 
“all hands on deck” strategy is exactly what we need in order to deal with the economic environ-
ment we all face. 
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If you would like the original file 
emailed to you on any of the pictures in 
this publication, please email your  
request to: info@metroeastchamber.org 

Have a Success Story, Anniversary, 
Announcement??? 

Contact the Chamber Office today! 
586-777-2741 

Metro Office has been named as one of Michigan’s Largest Office Furniture Dealers for 2009! 
They would like to “Thank” their loyal customers and supportive vendors for making this pos-
sible. Metro Office Environments looks forward to the upcoming year and strengthening their 
business relationships with all of their current and future customers.  
 

Metro Office Environments joined the Metro East Chamber in February of 2008. Their support 
for the chamber has been tremendous and we would like to Congratulate them for making the 
Top 10 on Craig’s list. Lana Ferguson represents Metro Office Environments and sits on our 
Board of Directors. 
 

Metro Office Environments is located at 929 W.11mile Rd, in Madison Heights. You can 
reach them at 248-398-9710. Be sure to visit their web-site for MOE news and information! 
www.moeoffice.com 



 

Upcoming Events  
For “2010” 

 
 

MECC Board Meeting -  
The Second Wednesday of every month 

(Chamber Office) 
 
 
 

April  
Meet-N-Greet 

Wednesday, April 14th - 6pm - 7:30pm 
Rahi Executive Center 

 

St. Clair Shores Business Expo 
Saturday, April 17th - 9am - 4pm 

Rogers School 
 

1st Annual Pub Crawl 
Thursday, April 22nd - 6pm - 10pm 

Location TBD 
 

Brewing for Success 
Tuesday, April 27th - 7:45am - 9am 

Fifth Third Bank - Roseville 
 

May 
Beaumont Hospital Meet-N-Greet 

Wednesday, May 12th - 5:30pm - 6:30pm 
Connelly Auditorium  

(Inside Beaumont Hospital, Grosse Pointe) 
 

 Annual Golf Outing 
Monday, May 17th - 10:00am - 5pm 

Gowanie Golf Course - Harrison Township 
 

Meet-N-Greet 
Wednesday, May 19th - 6pm - 7:30pm 

Rahi Executive Center 
 

*Morning Meeting Coming* 
 

June 
Inauguration Dinner 
Date & Location TBD 

 

Business After Hour 
Date & Location TBD 

 

*Morning Meeting Coming* 
 

 
The events committee has been busy and working hard 

to schedule events throughout the year.  
 

Please check out our website periodically  
for any changes or added events! 

 

www.metroeastchamber.org 
 

*Remember our events require pre-registration* 
A 48-hr cancellation is required,  

otherwise you will be billed. 
(If a fee applies) 

Chamber Committee’s Forming Now 
 

Ambassador’s Committee 
Educational Seminars 

Annual Grub/Pub Crawl 
Annual Golf Outing 

 

To all Chamber Members, 
 

Many of you ask “How can I be more active in the Chamber”? 
Besides attending meetings and events we hold, I always encourage 
members to join a committee. The benefit of being on one of our 
committee’s, is that you are in contact with our members, in front 
of them, and you are active with the chamber. 
 

At the present time the Metro East Chamber of Commerce is look-
ing for volunteers to participate on one or more of the committees 
listed above. Gathering donations, advertising and ticket sales are 
just part of the work put into making these events successful and 
happen.  
 

Our committee’s are broken into (5) five categories:  
Finance; Operations/Procedures; Events; Membership; and Govern-
ment/Community Affairs. All those interested in volunteering and 
participating on a committee can contact  
Heather Lynn at 586-777-2741. 
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Refer a  
New Member 

To Join 
 

Receive a 
“FREE” 

Full  Page Ad 
In the Newsletter 

 

$50.00 Saving’s  
(You Supply Artwork or Article) 
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Our first Meet-N-Greet for the year 2010, was held on Wednesday, February 3rd at the Rahi Executive Center. What a great 
way to start out the new year, with another successful meeting! Our members, as well as, non-chamber members are realizing 
the success and relationship building in attending these meetings. Some of you may ask; What is a Meet-N-Greet?  It is a 
meeting inviting you to introduce yourself and your company to fellow business owners or representatives. These meetings 
are approximately an hour and half, starting promptly at 6pm. You are allowed a three-minute commercial. After everyone in 
attendance has had the opportunity to introduce themselves and give their commercial about their business, the rest of the 
meeting is open for networking. Seating is limited to 25.  
 

Our Meet-N-Greets have become such a demand, that we are hosting one every month this year! In addition, many have asked 
that we hold a morning networking meeting , as well. I am pleased to announce that we will be holding our first morning net-
working meeting; “Brewing for Success”, on Tuesday, April 27th at Fifth Third Bank in Roseville. 
 

The next Meet-N-Greet is scheduled for Tuesday, March 16th at the Rahi Executive Center. If you would like to attend this 
meeting call the chamber office and reserve your spot! Pre-registration is required! This is a “Free” networking opportunity! 
 

Listed below are those who attended the February Meet-N-Greet: 

Byte-Size Pc’s 
(System Setup, Upgrades, Repairs) 

Ron Hill 
(586) 601-5186 

 

Clover’s Collision and Mechanical Repair 
(One Stop Auto Shop) 

Diane Reece 
(586) 498-9097 

 

Edward Jones 
(Financial Advisor) 
Verlyn J. Rebelein 
(586) 774-1880 

 

Fortune Hi-Tech Marketing 
(Marketing) 
Wendy Demp 

(248) 770-1809 
 

Heartland Payment Systems 
(Credit Card, Payroll & Payment Processing) 

Bill Delmege 
(313) 598-6050 

 

Health Management Systems of America 
(Behavioral Health Systems) 

Michelle McPherson 
(313) 964-3100 

 

Home Instead Senior Care 
(Senior Care) 

Marian M. Battersby 
(313) 647-9682 

 

Inter-Lingua 
(Language & Cultural Services, Translators) 

Dr. Randi Lou Franklin, J.D. 
(313) 378-2999 

 

MarjAnn Interiors 
(Interior Design and Staging) 

Marjann Kurty 
(586) 773-8077 

PIP Printing and Marketing Services 
(Printing, Direct Mail and Marketing Programs) 

Paul Zosel 
(586) 777-7500 

 

Portfolio XXI 
(Advertising and Public Marketing) 

Jennifer Ireland 
Elaine Marquis 
(586) 447-2001 

 

PrimePay Payroll and Business Services 
(Payroll and Business Services) 

Andrew C. Pierce 
(248) 952-0525 xt 24 

 

Shorewood Kiwanis 
(Kiwanis) 

Tom Ulrich 
(586) 943-4376 

 

State Farm Insurance 
(Home, Auto, Life and Renters Insurance) 

Chris Fitzsimmons 
(586) 285-1200 

 

Terme Day Spa 
(Facials, Body Wraps & Scrubs, Massage,  

Manicures & Pedicures, Waxing) 
Jane Miller 

(586) 776-6555 
 

Texas Roadhouse 
(Restaurant) 
Kate Monroe 

(586) 294-0838 
 

GoSmallBiz 
(Small Business Consultants) 

Mike J. Thompson 
(586) 441-5984 
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Our 3rd Annual “Bowling for Business” took place on Thursday, February 18th. This event was held at Total Sports in Harrison 
Township. “Bowling for Business” is about Networking in a relaxed atmosphere in your jeans! The event allows chamber and non-
chamber members an opportunity to bring business cards, literature, swag, etc. to be put out on our networking tables. Attendees can 
visit the tables throughout the night and meet one-on-one while challenging each other in a few games of bowling. This year forty 
people attended, and fifteen different businesses were represented. Next year’s event will be held in January. 
 

A 50/50 raffle was held, with half the proceeds donated to our “Children’s Scholarship Fund”. Many enjoyed the 9-pin no tap, which 
seemed to help a few out in the end. Door Prizes and a Mystery Game also took place. Many “Thanks” to those businesses who 
sponsored a lane; American House East I - Roseville, GoSmallBiz, Insurance Solutions Group, Kathleen Kinney MSA,RD, 
Langschied Computer Support, Microtel Inn & Suites, Raymond James Financial Services, and State Farm Insurance. 
 

Winner of “50/50” Raffle - Erica Burns (Del Taco) 
 

Mystery Game Winner (1st Game) - Mark Schefke (Metro Office Environments) 
 

Mystery Game Winner (2nd Game) - Erica Burns (Del Taco) 
 

Door Prize Winner’s: 
 Del Taco (15) person Party Pack - Shelia Fowler (Metro Office Environments) 
 Del Taco (15) person Party Pack - Angie King (McDonald’s - 13/Harper) 
 Famous Dave’s BBQ Gift Basket - Ken Richardson (Advanced Training Techniques) 
 Microtel Inn & Suites (1) night suite - Luz Maria (Del Taco) 
 Certified Animal Chiropractic Gift Basket - Shelia Fowler (Metro Office Environments) 
 Advanced Training Complimentary Chair Massage Gift Certificate - Kristine Ovstedal (Del Taco) 
 Advanced Training Complimentary Chair Massage Gift Certificate - Dawn Zifilippo (Raymond James Financial Services) 
 (3) Month Full Size Ad in Chamber Newsletter - Tara Arcusa (Advanced Training Techniques) 
 (12) Month Full Size Ad in Chamber Newsletter - Rebecca Brown (Farmers Insurance)  
 

“Thank You”  to those businesses who participated this year!  
Advanced Training Techniques, Bitto Financial Group, Comcast, Del Taco, Farmers Insurance, Health Management Systems of 
America, Higbie Maxon Agney Realtors, Langschied Computer Consultants, McDonald’s, Metro Office Environments, PAETEC, 
PrimePay Payroll and Business Solutions, Raymond James Financial Services, and Registered Tapes Unlimited. 

Scott Shy - PAETEC Behind the Scene: 
Heather Lynn - MECC 

Bridget Wagner - Famous Dave’s 

Jeff Holden, Marie Pawlowski, 
Angie King, Terry Dodd 

(McDonald’s) 

Dave Sofnowski, Craig Baldwin, 
Mark Lesmeister, David Langschied 
(Langschied Computer Consultant) 

Louis Bitto (Bitto Financial Group) 
Rebecca Brown (Farmers Insurance) 

Larry Klimeck (JKL Associates) 
Michelle McPherson (Health Management) 

Joe Culp (Registered Tapes Unlimited) 
Scott Shy (PAETEC) 

Lonne Browner (Comcast) 

Ed & Shelia Fowler,  
Craig & Lana Ferguson,  

Mark & Veronica Schefke 
(Metro Office Environments) 

Ken Richardson (Advanced Training Tech) 
Dawn Zifilippo (Raymond James Financial) 

Karen Gennari (Higbie Maxon Agney Realtors) 
Tara Arcusa (Advanced Training Techniques) 

Maria, Luz Maria, Christine, 
Loraine, Kathy, Erica, and  

Danielle Chereton 
(Del Taco) 
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Dear: Metro East Chamber of Commerce Member, Non-Member and Business Owner in our service area, 
 
The Metro East Chamber would like to extend an invite for you to meet with Existing Chamber Members, New Members and 
Non-Members to discuss what the Chamber of Commerce and your fellow business members can do to help each other doing 
business in the economy that we are all facing today. 
 
We want to address the issues and share ideas with you and your neighborhood business owners to help with the problems you 
may have with the cities from your area. 
 
We feel that a “Meet-N-Greet” gathering with each other will let you express your concerns and let you network with others 
facing the same problems that you have everyday. 
 
We are inviting only 20-25 businesses, so we ask that you respond and confirm a seat no later than March 12, 2010. 
 
You will meet with fellow business people like yourself, so please bring your business cards, brochures, or any swag material, to 
exchange your company information with them. 
 
The doors will open at 5:30pm. The meeting will start promptly at 6:00pm till approximately 7:30pm. We will open the 
meeting with a three-minute introduction of your business and how your services would benefit us. Please remember in order to 
be respectful to all those in attendance, we ask that you arrive no-later than 6pm. 
 
From 7:00pm - 7:30pm, we will open the meeting for suggestions, questions and answers on what the Chamber of Commerce 
can do for you. And open networking will be available. The Chamber is concerned about your business and we really need your 
help in providing ~ services that you need to survive. 
 
The meeting will be held on 

Tuesday, March 16th, at the Rahi Executive Center 
Located at: 23550 Harper Avenue 

(N. of 9mile, East side, at Little Mack/Harper traffic light) 
6pm - 7:30pm 

 
This event is organized and hosted by Chris Fitzsimmons of State Farm Insurance (12/Harper) 

and Heather Lynn (Executive Director) of the Metro East Chamber of Commerce! 
 

Call the Chamber office to confirm your spot! (586) 777-2741 
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MECC 17th Annual Charity Golf Outing 
 

Monday, May 17th 
11:00 am Shot Gun Start 

Gowanie Golf Club 
(24770 South River Rd, Harrison Twp) 

 

Sponsorship Available! 
(Golf Cart, Hole, and Business Card) 

 
More information to come via email and soon to be posted on our website 

 

MECC 1st Annual Spring  
PUB Crawl 

 
 

Thursday, April 22nd 
(Location in the works) 

 

 
More information to come via email and soon to be posted on our website 
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Needed…. 
Updated Material, Coupons, Freebies, SWAG, Etc.  

from our Chamber Members! 
The Metro East Chamber of Commerce will be displaying 

at the St. Clair Shores “Business Expo” 
Sponsored by the Harper Avenue Business Association 

 

Saturday, April 17th 
9am - 4pm 

ROGERS SCHOOL 
(21601 Lanse, St. Clair Shores) 

 

Call the Chamber office to schedule a time to drop off your material 
(586) 777-2741 
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· The Marina at Metro Beach Metropark will be opening this summer, this $3.4 million marina re-
places the original, built in 1959. 

 
· Bridgeview Bridge, which connects North and South River road is now open. 
 
· SUPER GOLF DAY at Metropark is Tuesday, June 8 -$10 per player, includes cart. Foursome & tee 

times required. Excludes leagues. 
 
· Metropark passes are available - Annual - $25 regular/$15 senior (62 and older), Daily $5 
      Boat Launch Fees - Annual $30 regular/$15 senior (62 and older), Daily $5 
 
· Fertilize sparingly and caring. Storm drains found in our streets and yards empty into our lakes and 

rivers. So, when you fertilize your lawn, you could also be fertilizing our lakes and rivers.  
     Simple Steps to take: 
     1) Sweep fertilizer and grass clippings back onto your lawn 
     2) Select a lawn service that uses organic fertilizers or offers a slow-release nitrogen, low or no  
          phosphorus option. 
     3) Keep fertilizer applications at least 20 feet away from the edge of lakes, streams or storm drains. 
 
· Saturday, April 17th is “Appreciation Day” at your favorite Metropark. FREE park entry & boat 

launching this day! 
 
· Metroparks have a new web-site: www.metroparks.com You can check the weather, golf course and 

trail conditions at specific parks, and much more. 
 
· LunaKai Waterfront Indoor Tiki Bar is now OPEN!!! (Located at Gino’s Surf in Harrison Twp) For 

more information visit their website: www.lunakai.com 

Gas Discounts!! At Mark’s Fuel Dock / Emerald City Harbor 
 
 Attention Boat Owners!! 
  
 Mark’s Fuel Dock located within Emerald City Harbor is offering a presale fuel discount for the  
 2010 Boating Season! If you purchase your gas or diesel fuel in increments of $1500 and pre pay  
 for that fuel you will be given a discount of .25 cents off per gallon at the time of sale. This is a  
 limited time offer and will expire on 3/31/2010. For more information contact Mark Conley 
 at 586-445-8525 and leave a message. He will contact you back to make arrangements.  
 See you in the Spring!! 
 
 Mark Conley 
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Would you like to feature your business card or  
an insert in the newsletter? 

 

We continue to offer businesses in Fraser-Roseville-St. Clair Shores-Harper Woods Grosse Pointe City-Grosse Pointe Farms- 
Grosse Pointe Park-Grosse Pointe Shores-Grosse Pointe Woods  the opportunity to place advertisements in the  

Metro East Chamber of Commerce “ in Focus” newsletter.  If you would like to feature your business card or an insert in the news-
letter following are the prices.  You can contact us at 586-777-2741 or e-mail to: info@metroeastchamber.org 

 

Business Card Size Ad 
1 month—$20 
3 months—$50 

12 months—$150 
 

1/2 (Half) Page Ad 
1 month - $35 
3 months - $90 

 

Full Page /Flyer inserts 
1 month—$50 

3 months—$130 
 
 

Email Blast to Membership 
1 Time to Membership - $25 
(You must supply Art Work) 

Welcome New Members 

PIP Printing and Marketing  
Services 

(St. Clair Shores) 
Paul Zosel 

 

Servpro of Fraser 
(Fraser) 

Paul Patrico 
 

Advanced Physical Medicine 
(St. Clair Shores) 

Maria Wilson 

U.S. Census Day is April 1st! 
 

2010 U.S. Census Day  
takes place April 1, and the final 

tally means alot to the community! 
It is important for every residence 
to complete the U.S. Census form 

and mail it back. 
 

The U.S. Census will be mailed 
out mid-March. 



 

Jeff Brayton - Chairman of the Board 
Jeff is the owner of Raymond James in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 498-0788 
 

David Langschied -  Past Chairman of the Board 
David is the owner of Langschied Consulting Services in Roseville. 
Phone: (586) 777-7542 
 

Chris Fitzsimmons - Chair - Elect of the Board (2010) 
Chris is an insurance specialist and owner of State Farm Insurance 
(12/Harper) in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 285-1200 
 

Danielle Chereton is a managing partner with Del Taco in Roseville. 
Phone: (586) 294-5895 
 

Al Degnore is an independent sales specialist with First Data  
located in Ferndale. 
Phone: (586) 419-7803 
 

Lana Ferguson is the office manager for Metro Office Environments 
in Madison Heights. 
Phone: (248) 398-9710 
 

Maroun Hakim is a practicing attorney and owner of Hakim &  
Hakim, PLLC in St. Clair Shores.  
Phone: (586) 415-4900 
 

Kathy Hix is an insurance specialist with NuStar Insurance 
in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 899-8432 
 

Diana Martin is the branch manager at Citizens Bank (9/Greater 
Mack) in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 771-2500 
 

Barry Nannini  is the director of sales and marketing with ConnectPay 
Payroll Services in Grosse Pointe. 
Phone: (313) 331-4595 
 

Jeff Pakulski is a benefits specialist and owner of Insurance Solutions 
Group (ISG) in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 294-6545 
 

Lynn Scott works in the Marketing Department of First State Bank in 
St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 445-4778 
 

Ben Seiber is the owner Michigan Computer Consultants in St. Clair 
Shores. 
Phone: (248) 504-7377 
 

Scott Shy is a telecommunications specialist and sales professional for 
PAETEC in Bingham Farms. 
Phone: (248) 530-2149 
 
 

For more information on what’s going on in your 
city visit their web-site! 

 
Fraser - www.ci.fraser.mi.us 
 
Roseville - www.ci.roseville.mi.us 
 
St. Clair Shores - www.stclairshores.net 
 
Harper Woods - www.harperwoodscity.org 
 
Grosse Pointe City - www.grossepointecity.org 
 
Grosse Pointe Farms -  
www.ci.grosse-pointe-farms.mi.us 
 
Grosse Pointe Park - www.grossepointepark.org 
 
Grosse Pointe Shores - www.gpshoresmi.gov 
 
Grosse Pointe Woods - www.gpwmi.us 

Want to talk with the Chamber on concerns,  
questions or suggestions? 

MECC Hours of Operation 
 

Monday   9am  - 4:30 pm 
 

Wednesday  9am  -  4:30 pm 
 

Friday  9am  -  4:30 pm 
 

Tuesday & Thursday -  
call ahead for times 

metroeastchamber@netscape.net 
Or 

info@metroeastchamber.org 

Roula Tsaprailis, CPA is a manager with Godfrey, Hammel &  
Danneels (GHD) in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 772-8100 
 

Bridget Wagner is the marketing / catering specialist with  
Famous Daves in Roseville. 
Phone: (586) 879-5035 
 

JoAnn Zangara is the admissions and marketing director with 
St. Mary’s Nursing & Rehab Center in St. Clair Shores. 
Phone: (586) 772-4300 
 
 
 

Heather Lynn - Administrator/Executive Director of ME CC 
Phone: (586) 777-2741 
Fax: (586) 777-4811 
27601 Jefferson Ave � St. Clair Shores, MI 48081 

Meet Your Board of Directors! 
 

The Metro East Chamber of Commerce board of directors is comprised of members of the business community, 
just like yourself. Members of the board have served anywhere from less than a year to as many as 14 years. Feel 

free to contact any of them regarding the activities of your chamber. 
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Website: metroeastchamber.org 


